
  

  
#9 28th July 2023 
 
Tēnā tātou katoa 
 
Term Three is well underway and already it has been a 
busy couple of weeks, as you can see with the  
newsletter. There are also a number of upcoming 
events that I want to alert you to. 
 
Firstly, I would like to welcome our new teachers that 
have joined our staff at the start of this term. Deborah 
Steele is our new Music teacher and Ruth Crofts has 
picked up a couple of junior English classes. Ruth has 
been our Science Technician since the start of last 
year. We welcome both of them to their new positions 
at our school. 
 
Last Friday was our school’s official celebration of  
Matariki. The staff have been learning the Matariki 
waiata, which has started each morning staff briefing. 
On Friday we were joined by students from Nga Uri ā 
Tane to sing the waiata together to start the day.  
During the lunchtime, all staff and students enjoyed a 
hangi and there were a number of activities for  
students. It was a wonderful day and a big thank you to 
staff and students that organised activities, helped to 
pack the hangi, prepared the hangi and helped out in 
other ways. 
 
The Student Hub now has a covered shelter, to protect 
students from the elements and we have picnic tables 
for them to sit at. Students have been making good 
use of these while eating their lunch. 
 
Sport has continued, with a focus on winter sports 
involving our First XV, Netball and Basketball. There 
have been some pleasing results, which are reported 
in the newsletter. 
 
On Saturday evening we have the annual Student Ball, 
which will be in the school hall. There has been a lot of 
effort that has gone into the organisation and the hall 
will be transformed to be a spectacular venue. A big 
thank you to the prefects and staff that have given their 
time and effort into planning the Ball. 
 
On Monday, we are welcoming a group of 5 students 
from Yakushima, Japan. The students are here for 2 
weeks and will have a programme based in school and  

visiting places in the wider region. Thank you to the 
homestay families and we look forward to the arrival of 
the students. 
   
As indicated, the Term Three focus area is attendance. 
It is pleasing to see an improved attendance for the first 
week of the term and we will continue to work on this. 
Learning and achievement is directly connected to  
attendance. Missing one day a week during high school, 
adds up to missing one year out of the five by the time 
students reach year 13. 
 
Another area of focus is showing respect to each other. 
As I explained in Assembly last week, respect, in a  
nutshell is about treating other people how you want to 
be treated yourself. This includes greeting people and 
using ‘Please’ as well as ‘Thank you’ can make a big  
difference. 
 
More information will be coming out in following  
newsletters. 
 
Nāku nā 

 
 
 
 

Mike Houghton 

Tumuaki 
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Matariki  
Celebrations  

 

 

This year to celebrate Matariki we had a hāngī lunch, Mindful (quiet) rock painting and Mindful  
colouring in the Whare, Tapuwae (interhouse) challenge in the Gym, Haka practice in the Hall and 
Pukana battles in the A block quad.  
 
It was a successful celebration. Thank you to all staff who were involved in the organization of the 
events and all the students who participated.  



 
 
 

Sport News 

 

Dargaville High School participated in the Girls  
Secondary School Rugby Festival, held at Kerikeri 
Rugby Club and organised by Northland Rugby.  

DHS Kahurangi Netball Team recently entered the 
Youth  Netball tournament held at Sportsville and 
placed 3rd with two wins, two draws and one loss.  
 
It was a tough day playing against representative 
teams from their respective netball centres.  

Thank you Northern Wairoa Netball Centre for the 
opportunity and Taina Birch and all the supporters 
who came and supported the team.  

Well done, girls!   



Building  
Academy 

 

The Building Academy students have been busy 
completing another removable house. 
The above house has been taken to its new home. 
Well done to all students and staff involved in the 
work that goes into building these homes.  

If your child would like one of these black,  
fleece-lined, hooded, waterproof jackets, then they 
can go to the school office at any break time to pick 
one up. Sizes available XS, S. M, L, and XL.  

Free School Jacket 

Thank you to 
Kasey 
Wynyard who 
has shown 
some  
awesome  
leadership 
qualities, not 
only helping 
in our early  
morning 
weights  
programme 
but also  
 

In the first week of the July School holidays, two 
Year 13 students, Wyatt Reid and Spencer  
Morgan, took part in a new Gateway  
programme working with Millennium Hotels NZ 
in Paihia.  This programme is designed for sen-
ior students who are interested in a career as a 
chef or front of house hotel work.    
Both students stayed the week at the hotel in 
the staff quarters and helped with various tasks 
around the hotel.  They now have workbooks to  
complete - Level 3, 16 credits.  

Gateway Update 

putting his   
hand up and helping other students with their  
basketball skills. . 



Congratulations to Coleman Maaka-
McCrea for winning the $100 Warehouse 

gift card from the Term 2 Kauri and  
Excellence Awards prize-draw.  

New Staff 

 

 

Deborah Steele, an experienced Music/Performing 
Arts and Geography teacher is taking up the position 
of Head of Music.  
Ruth Crofts, an experienced English teacher, is taking 
up the position of teacher of junior English.  
 
Both Deborah and Ruth will share 9BEM Form Class.  

The Warehouse Red Shirts in Schools  
Gateway Programme involves work  
experience and is available through  
participating stores around the country. 
 
The training is made up of a set menu of  
credits which students can put towards a  
nationally recognised New Zealand  
Certificate in Retail.  
 
Congratulations to Coleman Maaka-McCrea 
and Harmony Hemara for their participation in 
this programme. 

Congratulations to Year 11 student Patricia 
Heihei for making the New Zealand Maori 
U15s Rugby LeagueTeam. The tournament 
will be played over the weekend of October 
6-8th 2023 in Auckland. 

Student Success 

https://www.serviceiq.org.nz/training/retail/retail-programmes/
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Diary Dates 
Tuesday 1st August Scout Scarf Day 

Thursday 3rd August Escapade 

Police Academy Trip 

Quad Tournament 

 

Tuesday 8th August Tutamoe—Glinks 

Gully Trip 

Wednesday 9th  

August 

Senior Option Books 

Issued 

Fencing Course 

 

Thursday 10th August 

&  

Friday 11th August 

Academic Coaching 

SCHOOL CLOSED 

FOR INSTRUCTION 

 

Dean’s Report 
Haley Corfield—Year 11 Dean 

  

 

 

 

Leavers Lunch 
Julie Chiaroni—Careers Advisor 

Great to see some of last year's Year 13  
students at our Leaver’s Lunch and all doing 
so well and enjoying life after school!   

Term 3 is well underway and there is definitely an 
excited buzz around with the school ball this coming 
Saturday. I am excited to see the grand entrances of 
our students and seeing them ready for one of the 
most anticipated nights of the school year.  
Students are well underway towards completing 
NCEA Level 1 with many students already  
completing a nice number of credits. Many students 
have both their numeracy and literacy credits and we 
also have a large number of students gaining Merit 
and Excellence grades. We constantly monitor their  
progress and encourage students to monitor their 
own progress as well.  
During form time our form teachers have shown  
students how to log into and access the parent portal,  
using the student password. If you would like your 
parent portal log on details so you can also monitor 
your child's progress towards NCEA Level 1, please 
send me an email on hcorfield@darghigh.school.nz 
and I can send you instructions and your username 
and password. 
Towards the end of last term students sitting NCEA 
Level 1 sat the new NCEA Literacy and Numeracy 
exams. These were run over 3 sessions and in a 
number of different locations. I was very impressed 
with our students' efforts and behavior during these 
exams. The results of these exams are expected mid 
August, with those passing all 3 exams gaining 20 
credits.  
Coming up in Week 8 of this term we have practice 
exams as well as specific subjects’ work sessions. 
The exam timetable has been emailed to all students. 
It is very important that students study for these  
exams and give them a really good go, so we have 
an understanding of the next steps for the final  
exams next term.  
Academic coaching is scheduled to take place Week 
4 this term. Please contact the school office to make 
a booking. These academic coaching sessions will 
focus on NCEA progress as well as option choices 
for 2024, so well worth coming in to get up to date 
information on student progress as well as sorting 
options for next year.  
As always, I am monitoring uniform and attendance 
and your continued support in ensuring students are 
dressed in the correct school uniform and arrive at 
school on time is greatly appreciated.  
If you have any questions or concerns, please  
contact me at school on 09 439 7229 or via email.  
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