
  

  
#4 6th April 2023 
 
Tēnā tātou katoa 
Today is the last day of Term One, which has 
been a busy term for a number of reasons. There 
have been a number of exciting activities, as well 
as several disruptions, including the cyclone  
earlier this term. Covid is resurging at the moment 
and this has affected a number of staff and we 
have had to roster students home this week for 
the first time. We appreciate your support on this.  
Preparing for winter sport is underway, with trials 
and practices taking place currently. Recently we 
had our senior Volleyball teams attend a  
tournament in Auckland and other Sport  
Northland events have taken place.  
Our Kapa Haka roopu had their first practices last 
weekend. The Tai Tokerau Festival resumes this 
year and takes place from the 4th to the 6th of 
May. More information about this is to come.  
There are a number of events to remind you 
about that are coming up in Term Two. Firstly, 
Monday the 24th of April is a Teacher Only Day. 
This is for staff to work on the NCEA Changes, 
which start to come into effect from the start of 
next year. With Tuesday 25 April being ANZAC 
Day, the first day for students next term will be 
Wednesday the 26th of April.  
Interim Reports will be issued on the 2nd of May 
and this is followed by Academic Coaching on the 
4th and 5th of May. These meetings will be with 
form teachers and are an excellent opportunity to 
discuss student progress, goals and next steps. 
As these hui are important, I urge all parents to 
make a booking. Form Teachers should be  
making contact and office staff will be following up 
next term. 
Our school is participating in the pilot of the new 
NCEA Literacy and Numeracy requirements. This 
involves students doing an assessment online,  
with two opportunities a year to complete these.  
All students from all schools involved will be doing  
online assessments in Reading, Writing and  
Numeracy during the week of Monday 12 June to 
16 June. This is Week 8 of next term. 

 Finally we have had confirmation of a visit by a 
group of students from Yakushima in Japan. There 
will be up to 8 students and a couple of adults and 
they will be here from July 30 to August 15. More 
information is to come, including a request for host 
families for these students, while they are visiting 
Dargaville. 
We begin the school holiday today. School  
resumes on Wednesday 26 April. I wish everyone a 
safe and enjoyable holiday. 
 
Nāku nā  
Mike Houghton 
Principal / Tumuaki 
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Senior Art Trip 
Fiona Cooper—HOD Art 

On Monday 3rd April the Senior Art and Art History 
students visited the Hundertwasser building in  
Whangarei, 
 
They explored the building and took part in a clay 
making class. 
 
 

Year 10 Social 
Studies 

Geoff Prentice—HOD Social Studies 
Whaea Sadie Cogan was the guest speaker at 
a Year 10 Social Studies class on tourism in 
the last week of Term 1.   
 
She presented about the exciting  
developments in the world of cycling, both  
traditional and electric, for the Dargaville rohe. 
As well as the newly opened bike park on  
Babylon Coast Road, the Kaihu Valley Rail 
Trail is making great progress, so there is  
potential for cyclists to link up with the trails 
around the Kai Iwi Lakes too.  Plans are also 
drawn for another route from Donnelly's  
Crossing through to Horeke at the head of the 
Hokianga Harbour.  Cycling will no doubt be a 
drawcard for many other services to tourists in 
the Northern Kaipara.  
 
Whaea Sadie is a Board of Trustees member 
and proprietor of Time To cycle shop on  
Normanby Street.  



Diary Dates 
Monday 24th April Teacher Only Day 

School Closed for 

Instruction 

Tuesday 25th April Anzac Day 

School Closed for 

Instruction 

Tuesday 2nd May Interim Reports 

 Issued 

Thursday 4th May 

& 

Friday 5th May 

Academic Coaching 

 

Friday 5th May  

& 

Saturday 6th May 

Tai Tokerau Festival 

Deans Report 
Haley Corfield—Year 11 Dean 

 
 

  

It is hard to believe Term 1 has come to an end. It 
has been an action-packed term, with students  
settling into their classes, being introduced to NCEA, 
Athletics, Swimming Sports and other sporting and 
academic activities.  
 
Classes are well under way, students are sitting  
assessments and it is pleasing to see credits being 
gained, with some students already having a good 
amount. 
 
I have no doubt Term 2 will be just as busy with the 
start of winter sports and other extracurricular activi-
ties such as Showquest. It is really important that we 
support our students in all they do and help them 
balance the workload of school work, work, home life 
and their extracurricular hobbies.  
 
Attendance 
Attendance is extremely important this year. Classes 
are always busy, so missing even 1 day means 
missing valuable lesson time. Without full  
Attendance, students will struggle to achieve the  
requirements of NCEA Level One. Please support us 
in ensuring your child attends every day, in the  
correct uniform and with the correct stationery to 
participate in their classes.  
 
Academic Coaching 
Academic Coaching is scheduled to take place on 
Thursday 4th and Friday 5th May. These interviews 
are held with your child's form teacher and are 20 
minute interviews. This year I would like to see as 
many parents of Yr 11 students as possible. In these 
interviews you will get information about NCEA and 
about how your child is tracking, any progress they 
have made. It is also a great time to ask any  
questions and make a plan moving forward, if  
needed. I am also available for bookings, if you have 
any other questions or feel free to pop in and see 
me, should the need arise. It is beneficial to bring 
your child along with you on the day to be part of the 
interview.  
 
If you have any questions about your child and their 
progress, please don’t hesitate to contact me via 
email at hcorfield@darghigh.school.nz . 

 

 

 

We wish to invite parents/caregivers/
whanau to our Academic Coaching  

interviews on 

 Thursday 4th May (10am—7pm) 

Friday 5th May (9am—3pm) 
You can book your appointments online 

at www.schoolinterviews.co.nz 
use code: kqbp9 

Alternatively, you may contact the school 
office 09 439 7229,  

office@darghigh.school.nz 
Please be aware DHS will be closed for 
instruction on Thursday 4th and Friday 
5th May in order for these interviews to 

take place. 
 

We look forward to seeing you! 

mailto:hcorfield@darghigh.school.nz
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Student safety on the internet is an ongoing concern. At DHS, internet use is governed by a cybersafety 
agreement that we want to draw to your attention at least 6 monthly. Please review this with your student 

and confirm with him or her that the cybersafety agreement is being observed. If you require a spare 
copy of the agreement, please contact the office.  

From the Board 

 
 
 
 
 
 

When schools encourage children to practise reading at home with parents, the children make significant 
gains in reading achievement, compared to those who only practise at school. 

Families, whose children are doing well in school, monitor out-of-school activities. Examples: Setting  
limits on TV watching/devices, checking up on children when parents are not home, arranging for  
after-school activities and supervised care. 

Trustee Tips 


