#5 14th April 2022

Tēnā tātou katoa
Today is the last day of Term One, which has
been a busy term for a number of reasons.
Over the term, we have had a number of
opportunities for students to take part in ‘hands
on’ technology experiences. These have included
Aquabots, EPro8 and this week we have had a
S.T.E.A.M camp, which has involved a number of
Year 9 and Year 10 students. These activities
have all been successful and I would like to thank
the staff who organised and ran these events
along with PB Technology for supplying the
technology used for the S.T.E.A.M Camp.
Sport is starting to resume and currently trials and
practices are underway for the winter sports
codes. Last week, we were able to hold our
School Athletics. This was a good day with many
students participating. More information about the
results will be shared by our Sports Coordinator
early next term.
On Wednesday 6 April, we were able to hold the
first assembly for the year with our senior
Students, to acknowledge our students who
gained an NCEA endorsement at NCEA Level 1
or NCEA Level 2. Congratulations to all the
students who gained this achievement.
Covid continues to have an impact at school with
staff and students being out for either testing
positive for Covid or being a household contact.
As outlined in the last newsletter, there have been
some changes that have come into place at
school. Please continue to let the school know if
your child tests positive or is isolating.

Newsletter

At the Board of Trustees meeting on Monday, the
Board discussed plans for the lifting the
vaccination mandate which applies to all
education workers. It is believed that the risk is
minimised by the other health measures in place,
including masks, hygiene measures, cleaning and
ventilation as well as social distancing and it is safe
to come to school. With the country moving to the
Orange setting of the Traffic Light Framework,
masks are not required in school from the
beginning of Term 2. More information is detailed in
the letter attached to this newsletter.
Currently all staff at school have had at least 2
vaccinations. While vaccinations are encouraged,
they are no longer compulsory for staff members.
This will also apply to new staff being appointed in
the future.
Vigilance is important and any students that feel
unwell, should stay at home. If a student becomes
unwell at school, we will contact you and arrange
for them to go home. We have now been supplied
with Rapid Antigen Tests, which the office may
distribute to families of students being sent home,
to test at home.
During the upcoming holidays, two prefabricated
classes are being removed. Both of these rooms
have asbestos, which is being removed next week.
While the classes will be all fenced off, we
recommend avoiding the areas completely.
Finally, we begin the school holiday today. School
resumes on Monday May 2. I wish everyone a safe
and enjoyable holiday.
Nāku nā
Mike Houghton
Principal / Tumuaki

Sport Update
Christine Taylor—Sports Co-ordinator

Wow, the end of the term is upon us – that has gone so fast.
We managed to hold our school Athletics day – after the first day was rained off. We were able to
complete all activities planned with some great outfits and runs. Results will be announced next term,
after finishing the last event. Well done to all those that took part in the day. St George took out the
Schick Relay while St Andrews took out House of the Day.
Interhouse events have continued with Touch, won by St Andrews, and Softball with St George
winning this event. Thank you to the House Leaders for organising the participants in these events.
Winter codes have started their trainings, with hockey, 4 netball teams and 5 basketball teams
now training hard for their competitions. Unfortunately, as I write this, we have no soccer team. I am
needing 2 more coaches for basketball. If anyone is interested, please contact me at school. All codes
start the first week back at school in Term 2.
Northland Secondary events have been back up and running for two weeks now and our first
event was Volleyball. The boys participated in Division 2 and the girls attended with two teams. Great to
see our girls, who have been training together for 4 years, come 2nd in the Championship event – well
done, girls and well done, Richard, for coaching this team. Other events attended by students were, our
equestrian team went away to a Combined Training day in Kaikohe. Our Clay shooting team also had
one event, with the team changing due to students out with COVID and other reasons during the week
leading up to their event. This week we had hoped to have Stand UP Paddle boarding but due to
weather this has been postponed.
Next term events are Squash, both teams and individual, Turbo Touch, Golf, Kiwi Tag,
MX Challenge, Table Tennis, 3x3 Basketball, Girls’ Rugby 10s, 9s Rugby League and Clay Shooting.
Remember to sign up at the sports office to enter these or email Christine on the email below.
Our own cross country is scheduled for 31 May during P3 and P4. Get those training shoes on now.
Remember to check out our Facebook page DHS Sport and our Instagram page dhs.sport to keep up
with all the latest events and results.
Any questions re any of the events or sports in the school, please do not hesitate to email Christine
on sport@darghigh.school.nz

Diary Dates
Monday 2nd May

Term 2 Begins

Wednesday 4th May

RYDA—Year 12

Thursday 5th May

Lane Cove Police Academy Trip

Friday 6th May

Lane Cove Police Academy Trip
Barista Course

Tuesday 10th May

Year 11-13 Mixed
Volleyball

Wednesday 11th May

Year 11-13 Mixed
Volleyball
Boys & Girls Soccer
Year 9-13 Lightening
League
Year 13 Peer Support

Thursday 12th May

Year 11-13 Mixed
Volleyball
Fencing Course

Friday 13th May

Year 11-13 Mixed
Volleyball

2022 Deans

Year 9—Sarah Martin
shorner@darghigh.school.nz
Year 10— Theresa Gracie
tgracie@darghigh.school.nz
Year 11—Richard Amoroa
ramoroa@darghigh.school.nz
Year 12—Ashleigh Sage
asage@darghigh.school.nz
Year 13—Karen Exley
kexley@darghigh.school.nz

Year 10 Science
Lillian Oliveira—Science Teacher

The Year 10KA science class completed a
practical experiment of making volcanos.

Deans Report

Theresa Gracie—Year 10 Dean
As Term 3 comes to a close, I wish to celebrate all
the hard work our tamariki have put into this term.

Year 10 Art

The year 10s have had a great start to the year.
They have accomplished some great works of Art
and mini stools in DMT. They have been involved
in the EPro8 Interschool Science and Engineering
Competition, the 10 Digital class completed the
STEAM Camp, and it may have been a bit late, but
we finally had a great day at Athletics.
Just a reminder that Cell phones are not permitted
at school. Students are able to bring them to the
school office in the morning, if they require them
after school for home contact purposes.
As winter sets in, COVID is predicted to rise in the
community. Please contact the school office if
anyone in your house tests positive. .
With the cooler weather starting to appear, the
school hoodie or jacket is the only acceptable
uniform option. You can order these through Becky
at Matich Surf or let myself or the school know if
you need help securing one.

Sharlene Lubbe

If there is anything I can do to help, please contact
me on the Dean’s cell phone 027 208 6722 or email
me at tgracie@darghigh.school.nz.

Cooper-Lee Gilligan

