#2 4th March 2022
Tēnā tātou katoa
As we are currently operating at Phase 3 of the
Red Traffic Lights, the following key information
about Covid testing and isolation applies.
 For those that have positive results, isolate
at home for 10 days.
 Household contacts need to isolate also for
10 days. Tests need to be undertaken on
days 5 and 10.
 Any other contacts need to watch for
symptoms and get a test if any symptoms
develop.
We have been working directly with whānau
and staff that are either isolating or have tested
positive for Covid-19.
A reminder that teachers are uploading
resources and work onto their Google
Classrooms to enable students isolating to
continue their learning. I would thank the staff
for their work, particularly Alana Scott, who has
acted as our single point of contact. I would also
like to thank our whanau for helping with
updates to enable managing isolation times.
School will continue under Phase 3, although a
number of planned events have had to be
deferred. For example, we have moved the
school athletics to later in the term.
Some events have been able to go ahead,
including the Tutamoe trip to the Kai Iwi Lakes
on Monday and the Police Academy also going
to Kai Iwi Lakes on Wednesday. There are
photos included in the newsletter. Also on
Monday, a group of students were part of an
Aquabot workshop. This was very successful
and the facilitator was very complimentary
about our students that were involved.
A reminder about our cell phone policy of
phones being banned at school. If you need to
contact your child during the day, please phone
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the school and the office staff can assist.

A reminder that confiscated phones are held in the
office and can be returned:
 At the end of the day for a first offence.
 To a parent for a second offence.
 After a week for a third offence.
For the second and third offences, parents will be
contacted.
As the situation with Omicron is constantly
changing, information will be conveyed using
Facebook as well as e-mails. I encourage you to
keep checking our school website and our school
app as well as our Facebook page to keep up to
date with what is happening.
Nāku nā
Mike Houghton
Principal / Tumuaki

Students
from the
Tutamoe
class
enjoying
their recent
visit to the
Kai Iwi
Lakes

Tutamoe Trip
Jo Lloyd—Tutamoe Teacher

This year our class is taking part in a Ready for Life
Project in partnership with Sport Northland. We are
combining learning about ourselves, our health,
environment and history.
So our first big excursion was a trip to Kai Iwi Lakes. The
students did an awesome job of walking 7.5kms around
the lake, finishing the day with a well deserved swim and
manu’s off the pontoon.
Stay tuned for more adventures.

Diary Dates
Thursday 10th March

Gateway Fencing Course
Year 9 Vision & Hearing

Friday 11th March

Touch

Tuesday 15th March

Volleyball

Wednesday 16th &
Thursday 17th

First Aid Course

Thursday 17th March

Boys Volleyball

BOARD MEMBERS NEEDED
The Board is looking for new board members.
If this interests you, please let us know!
It is a very rewarding opportunity and one which you will
learn a lot from!
If you have any questions, feel free to ask any of our
current board members. They will be happy to discuss it
with you.
Please phone the office (09 439 7229) and we can
arrange for a board member to phone you. Alternatively,
you can email us at board@darghigh.school.nz.
You are welcome to come along to any Board
meeting to see if it might work for you.
Our next Board meeting is on the 21st of March
2022. (Please let us know you are coming so we can
prepare extra paperwork for you to follow.)
We would love to see you there!
Current Board members:
Kim McCahon (Board Chair)
Mike Houghton (Principal)
Brenden Nathan (Deputy Chair)
Geoff Prentice (Staff Representative)
Wini Frood
Chris Mason
Regan Walters
Damein Van De Weerd-Fischer (Student Representative)

2022 Deans
Year 9—Sarah Martin

XXXX

shorner@darghigh.school.nz
Year 10— XXXX
Theresa Gracie
tgracie@darghigh.school.nz
Year 11—Richard Amoroa
ramoroa@darghigh.school.nz
Year 12—Ashleigh Sage
asage@darghigh.school.nz
Year 13—Karen Exley
kexley@darghigh.school.nz

Deans Report
Karen Exley—Year 13 Dean

Welcome back to all parents/caregivers of Year 13.
It was certainly an unusual start to the year.
However, a GREAT start by all Year 13 students.
The Peer Support days that were held on the 1st
and 2nd February were a fantastic time for students
to reconnect after their long summer break, prepare
for the incoming Year 9 powhiri, begin their Peer
Support Programme as well as finalise their
options for this coming year. My thanks go to Mr
Amoroa, Ms Laird, Mr Butterworth and Ms
Chiaroni for their help during these days.
For 2022, we start the year with 51 students – 7
students in the Building Academy, 5 students in the
Hospitality Academy and he remaining
students in mainstream classes. All students have
settled in well to their classes with many teachers
commenting re students’ effort, uniform and their all
-round attitude in classes. As their Dean, this is
really lovely to hear these comments being spoken
on a daily basis.
This year the Year 13s will have their study period
in a room located beside my classroom. To date,
this is working out to be ideal as I have the opportunity to see the majority of students each day.
As the year progresses we are all uncertain what
will happen, what will still continue and what will be
cancelled. As a year level, we can only
complete one day at a time and continue to smile
along the way.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any of your
concerns.

Student safety on the
internet is an
ongoing concern.
At DHS, internet use is
governed by a cybersafety
agreement that we want to
draw to your attention at
least 6 monthly. Please
review this with your student and confirm
with him or her that it is being observed.
If you require a spare copy of the agreement
please contact the office.

Sports Update
Christine Taylor—Sports Co-ordinator

As everyone will have heard interschool sports
no longer needs vaccination passes to join in.
It is yet to be finalised how and when this will
be implemented so at the moment for Term 1 it
is status quo.
Events you can still sign up for are Stand up
Paddleboarding, Tennis, Clay Shooting,
Renegade Hockey, Waka Ama, Touch and
Volleyball - remember to sign up at the sports
office or if Christine is not there, try the library.
We are also needing you to sign up for Rugby,
Netball, Hockey and Basketball. Please do
this as soon as possible.
We had our equestrian team attend the

Northland Secondary Schools Show Jumping.
All did well with a few technical hiccups but
both the ponies and riders enjoyed their day.
Unfortunately Sevens had to be cancelled due
to team members being away. We look
forward to mountain biking this Friday.
Athletics day has been postponed until 25
March.
Remember to check out our Facebook page
DHS Sport and our Instagram page DHS.sport
to keep up with all the latest events and
results.
Any questions re any of the events or sports in
the school, please do not hestitate to email
Christine on sport@darghigh.school.nz
Till next time
“The most successful people see adversity not
as a stumbling block but as a stepping stone to
greatness”

