
 

 

 
 

Tēnā tātou katoa 
Welcome back to staff, returning students and their 
families and a very warm welcome to our new  
students and whānau.  
Thank you to the staff and Year 13 students that led 
the powhiri for our Year 9 students. It was a  
marvellous start to the year, setting a good tone, 
which has continued.  
I would like to welcome Ms L Oliveira to our teaching 
staff. She will be teaching Science and Biology. We 
also welcome Neil Piper to the Building Academy 
staff. 
Nga mihi mahana ki a koutou - a warm welcome to 
you all. 
Congratulations to all students that achieved NCEA 
for 2020 and, in particular, students that achieved 
Merit or Excellence endorsements. We will celebrate 
these achievements at our first school assembly com-
ing up. 
 
The free lunches programme is underway and we 
have been providing lunches for all students from the 
start of this year. I would like to thank all of the staff 
that have been involved in setting this up, including 
fitting out the hostel area as the student hub and  
organising menus as well as ordering the food and 
preparing the lunches. 
 
Ara Tātou continues this year. We would appreciate 
your support with the school expectations, which are: 
 Respect / Whakaute;  
 Responsibility / Kawenga; 
 Contributing / Aroha Hoātu, and 
 Integrity / Ngakau Tapatahi 
 

Also we would appreciate your support with our  
expectation of students being on time to school and in 
the correct school uniform. 
Also an expectation of teachers is that students have 

mobile phones off and away in class. We use the phrase 

Switch Off to Switch On, which is about switching  mo-

bile phones off in class to switch on to learning. There 

will be some times when, at teacher discretion, phones 

can be used to assist with learning. 
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The remainder of this term is busy with a wide 
variety of activities and events. As well as the 
swimming sports which were held today, the 
school athletics day is due to be held next  
Tuesday and the rescheduled Year 13 Camp, as 
well as the Peer Support Day. 
 
Another event coming up is the Parent / Teacher 
Meet and Greet, which is on Wednesday 24 Feb-
ruary, from 4.30pm to 6pm in the school hall. 
This is an informal opportunity for parents to 
meet with teachers and form teachers. I look  
forward to seeing you there. 
 
I encourage you to keep checking our school 
website and School App as well as our Facebook 
page to keep up to date with what is happening. 
 

Naku na   
Mike Houghton 
Principal / Tumuaki 

Dargaville High School 

 

Meet the Teachers 

Wednesday 24th February 

4.30pm –6.00pm 

In the School Hall 

Please come along and meet your child’s 

teachers for the 2021 year and discuss 

their progress. 



 

 

Powhiri 

On Tuesday 2nd February, staff and Year 13s welcomed the new Year 9 cohort and their families to   
Dargaville High School. 
 
The students were officially welcomed with a powhiri and spent the remainder of the day settling into the 
school and familiarizing themselves with their new surroundings and meeting their teachers, with the  
support of our Year 13 students. 
 
We look forward to seeing this year’s cohort take advantage of the opportunities they are offered and  
enjoying their first year at high school. 
 



 

 

The Northland District Health Board is  
running a MMR vaccination campaign at 
the direction of the Ministry of Health to  
target young people that may have missed 
their childhood vaccination.  
 
Your child will be bringing a consent form 
home. If your child has not received this 
vaccination and you would like them to 
have it, please complete the consent form 
and return it to the school office.  
 
If you are unsure if your child needs it,  
complete the form and the nurses will check 
the database and contact you if your child 
does not need to have it.  
 
Students over the age of 16 are able to 
consent for themselves.  Please take the 
time to read the information that is delivered 
home.  

Student Hub 
Opening 

On Wednesday 27th January, we celebrated the 
karakia whakatuwhera of the Student Hub, 
which will be the home of for our free lunch pro-
gramme at Dargaville High School.  

Lunches are available for all students at  
Dargaville High School and are served during 
our first break of the day. 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended and has 
worked tirelessly to get this initiative up and  
running for your tamariki. 

Mentor Drivers Required: 

DHS is seeking people to volunteer as MENTOR 
DRIVERS to assist our students’ progress with their 
driving licences. We are finding many students are 
struggling to get the practical driving skills required to 
pass their Restricted Licence.  
Having a Driving Licence is a huge issue in  
employability and is even more important for youth in 
rural and isolated areas. 
Are you a fully licensed confident driver ? Do you have 
a few spare hours per week ? DHS will provide the  
vehicle and some basic training, with the goal of  
developing a group of mentor drivers.  
Ideally, we would like you to commit to a regular time 
of two to four hours per week to provide driving  
practice time for our  students. You will also need to  
undergo a Police Vet procedure since you are working 
with children. 
Please contact Ms Chiaroni at DHS for more  
information or to offer your help. 

Career’s Corner 
Julie Chiaroni—Careers Advisor 



 

 

Diary Dates 

Tuesday 16th February Athletics 

Wednesday 24th  

February 
Meet & Greet 

Trustee  

Treasure 

The Board of Trustees believes that parent  
involvement with their children’s  education and 
learning has a very positive impact. 
 
We understand a lot of parents do not know how to 
help their children with their education, and we want 
to encourage you to become increasingly involved in 
home learning activities which then means you have 
the opportunity to teach, to be models for, and to 
guide your children.  

 

It is well documented that families, whose children 
are doing well in school, have an established family 
routine.  Examples: Providing time and a quiet place 
to study, assigning responsibility for household 
chores, being firm about bedtime, and having dinner 
together. 

Dean Report 
Haley Corfield—Year 9 Dean 

Students and Staff enjoying the new area  
outside the Student Hub while enjoying the 

new lunch provided for the students. 

I’d like to extend a very warm welcome to all of 
our new students and families to Dargaville High 
School. The year has started off fast and our 
Year 9 cohort has already been busy. Last week 
students began their peer support programme 
with our Year 13 students and had a full on day 
getting familiar with a new school and meeting 
lots of new people. They also spent a day  
learning about our cohort’s expectations, our 
school values and lots of discussions about well 
being. All Year 9 students have been assigned 
classes and are well into their academic  
programmes for the year. I have been really  
impressed with how quickly our students have 
settled into learning and how quickly they have 
adapted to the change of secondary school. We 
have some exciting events coming up, the first 
being Swimming Sports on Friday, followed by 
Athletics the week after. These events are always 
lots of fun, students dress up in house colours 
and participate in activities. Participation is  
encouraged and all participants gain points for 
their houses. We have also set a Peer Support 
activity day for Tuesday 2nd March, where Year 
9s will join Year 13s for a day of activities at Kai 
iwi lakes. Notices and permission slips for this 
day have been handed out. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact me.  
I have emailed all Year 9 parents with more  
detailed information and to introduce myself and 
my role in more depth. Please, if you haven’t  
received this email, get in touch so I can make 
sure I have your up to date information.  
I have really enjoyed the past week getting to 
know our Year 9 students and am really looking 
forward to the year ahead. 


