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Mon 7th ð Fri 11th 
August 

¶ Senior Practice 
Exam and credit 
catch-up week 

Sat 12th August 
¶ Yakushima group 

depart 

Tues 15th August ¶ Basketball Jnr Girls 

Weds 16th August ¶ LABO group depart 

Weds 16th ð Fri 18th 
August 

¶ Hospitality and 
Tourism Trip 

Fri 18th August ¶ Year 9 Module 3 ends 

Mon 21st August 
¶ Year 9 Module 4 

starts 

Wed 23rd August ¶ 1st XV Rugby final 

Thurs 24th August 
¶ Election talk to Year 

13s 

Fri 25th August 
¶ Last date for 

adding/withdrawing 
from External exams 

Mon 28th August ð 
Fri 1st September 

¶ Ski Trip 

Thurs 31st August 
¶ Final date for NCEA 

payment 

Mon 4th ð Fri 8th 
Sept 

¶ UNISS tournament 

¶ DHS 1st XIII Rugby 
league 

Thurs 7th & Fri 8 th 
Sept 

¶ Academic Coaching 
days ð school closed 

for instruction 

Tues 12th Sept 

¶ Mufti 

¶ Option forms 
submitted 

¶ Senior Reports issued 

Tues 19th Sept ¶ MCAT exam 

Weds 20th Sept 
¶ Yr 13 English Speech 

day 

Thurs 21 Sept 
¶ Music performance 

@ 7pm 

Important Dates for your Diary :  

 

Dear Parents and Guardians 
Tőnń tńtou katoa 
 
Welcome back to Term Three to staff and students, as well as a 
warm welcome to new students and whanau to Dargaville High 
School. 
 
At the end of Term Two, the mid-year reports were issued. The 
reports provide a good picture of student progress and as we head 
into the second half of the year, it is important to heed teacher 
comments, particularly any areas for improvement. At the same 
time progress towards the Junior Diploma was signalled for Year 9 
and Year 10 students. We celebrated students who achieved an 
excellence in their progress towards the Junior Diploma at the final 
assembly of Term Two. It was pleasing the number of students 
who were acknowledged for this achievement. 
 
Also at the end of last term, students from Dargaville High School 
entered the Creative Activism & Global Citizenship 
(Create1World) competition, an initiative run by Massey 
University. Our students achieved a first in the Social Studies 
section with their Homeless Project, and a 2nd in the Music section. 
Congratulations and well done to the staff and students involved. 
 
We are currently hosting 2 groups of students from Japan. One 
group are part of the Labo International Exchange programme and 
the other is a group from Yakushima. They were welcomed with a 
powhiri and have settled into school, learning about our language 
and culture. 
 
Starting on the 7th of August, we have senior school examinations. 
These are important as an opportunity for students to make 
progress towards NCEA, and are an indicator of how prepared the 
student for external examinations. The Senior Examination/Work 
Sessions timetable has been emailed out and is also posted on the 
school website. 
 
 

 (Cont.) 
 

http://www.dargavillehighschool.co.nz/
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The remainder of this term is set to be very busy with the academic programme continuing and 
students in NCEA classes working to complete most of their assessment work by the end of the term. 
Academic interviews are particularly important for all students as part of the option selection process 
for 2018. Option booklets will be issued before then and it is valuable resources when thinking about 
pathways through and beyond our school. Reports for senior students will be issued at the end of the 
term   
 
Extra-curricular activities continue this term. In Week 7 students will be involved in the Upper North 
Island Secondary School Tournament and there are several trips away planned for this term, including 
the Hospitality/Tourism Rotorua Trip, the Paradise Sport and Recreation trip and the annual Ski Trip. 
 
Finally, we are hosting a visit from the Education Review Office (ERO) near the end of the term. 
 
 
Naku na 
 
Mike Houghton  
Principal/ Tumuaki  
 
 
 

Board of Trustee Meeting Dates 

 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

DARGAVILLE HIGH SCHOOL  

MEETING DATES 2017 

HELD IN E2 (Ho spitality Block) 

  
 

8th August 

12th September 

10th October 

14th November 

12th December 

  

Location of Meetings: E2 at 6.15pm. 

Parents are welcome to attend.  It 

would be advisable to check with the 

main office to ensure the Board of 

Trusteesõ meeting is going ahead. 
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From the Deputy Principal 

 

It was recently announced, at a school assembly, Dargaville Highõs School policies on illicit drugs and 
the schoolõs expectations that illicit drugs are not permitted on school grounds. The school has the 
support of the local police and their stance on illicit drugs in our community. That support, in 
partnership with our school, may include utilising a police drug dog coming through the school 
classrooms reinforcing that stance. The student year groups affected will be year 9 students and above. 
This type of support from the police is randomly organised and unannounced. 

 

Trustee Treasures 

When schools encourage children to practise reading at home with parents, the children make 
significant gains in reading achievement compared to those who only practise at school. It is well 
documented that families whose children are doing well in school are involved in encouraging their 
childrenõs development and progress. Examples: maintaining a warm and supportive home, showing 
interest in childrenõs progress at school, helping with homework, discussing the value of a good 
education and possible career options, staying in touch with teachers and school staff. 
 
Senior Exams are not far away, so it is important to make time to study. Make yourself a study 
timetable and set goals. Be reminded of how important revision is. This will be useful also for the end 
of year exams. The Board wishes senior students all the best with their exams. 
 

 

Important Dates and Notices 
 
Academic Coaching Interviews 
These are taking place during Term 3 on Thursday 7th and Friday 8th September with the focus on 
option choices and career pathways for 2018 (please note change to original advertised date).  
 
Year 11 Maths Classes (MAT)  
Revision nights for this exam will be held every Thursday and Sunday in D1, beginning 24th August. 
Times:  Thursdays 5.30pm ð 7pm 

Sundays 4.30pm ð 6pm 
 
External Final Exam Algebra (CAT) 
Tuesday 19th September 
A reminder to students and parents that this final exam is held in September rather than November 
as students are not able to use their calculators ð hence they separate the two exams. 
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Attendance Matters! 
 
Arrival to school and lessons is important and a key competency that is highly valued by employers. 
So if you think being 10 minutes late doesnõt matteré..think again as it averages to at least 5 days per 
year!    
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Important Dates and Notices 
 
Tutoring  
Our Academic student leaders are offering a tutoring service Tuesdays period 2 for students who need 
a little extra help. Parents as well as teachers can ask for students to attend. If you would like this 
opportunity for your child, please contact your childõs year level dean or form class teacher. 
 
Mental Health of Young People 
There has been a lot of public discussion about youth mental health recently, particularly in Northland. 
The Ministry of Education has asked all schools to let parents know where to find information to 
support the mental health and wellbeing of their children. The Ministry has recently updated their 
parentsõ website with information about where parents can go to for support and advice if they are 
concerned about their childõs mental health.  
 
Parents are encouraged to regularly check in with their child about how they are doing and the things 
going on in their lives. You will find links to organisations you can contact for help and advice if you 
are concerned about your child on the Ministry of Educationõs website at:  
https://parents.education.govt.nz/secondary-school/wellbeing/mental-health/   
 
Wendy Laird, our school Guidance Counsellor and Karla (Social Worker in Schools) are also available 
at school for parents (and of course, students) to contact.  
 
Mrs Meyerõs Classes 
The following teachers will cover Mrs Meyerõs classes: 
 
Morning registration - Mr M Houghton 
Tuesday period 2 Form Period - Mrs P Burnett 
 
Year 9 Maths - Mr M Houghton 
Year 9 Science - Mrs S Collin 
Year 10 Maths - Mr R Amoroa 
Year 12 and Year 13 Physics - Mr P Barnes 
 
 
 

Bring Your Own Device 
 
Student Wi-fi  
 
Recently the Student Council asked about connecting to the Dargaville High School Wi-Fi network. 
To clarify, devices such as laptops, Chromebooks and tablets are able to be connected to the school 
Wi-Fi. Please bring your device to Tristan to connect up. Unfortunately, phones are not permitted to 
be connected, unless specific permission is given by a subject teacher.  
 
Keep your device secure by hiring a locker for $20 for the entire year!  Please see Liz in the office for 
further details. 
 
 

https://parents.education.govt.nz/secondary-school/wellbeing/mental-health/
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NCEA Fees and Financial Assistance 
The 2017 NCEA fee for domestic student entry for all NCEA standards is $76.70 per year. This fee 
is to be paid by Thursday 31st August. For students wanting to enter for Scholarship subjects, 
there is an additional fee of $30.00 per subject. Late fees will incur a penalty of $50.00. Financial 
assistance is available to assist with the payment of entry fees for National Secondary Schools 
qualifications. To be eligible to apply you must be the fee-payer and meet at least one of the following 
criteria:  
 
Å Be currently receiving a Work and Income or Study Link benefit, or have a current Community 

Services Card (benefit-based applications)  
Å Are not currently receiving a benefit, or do not have a current Community Services Card, but do 

have a joint family income that would entitle you to receive a Community Services Card (income-
based applications) 

Å Have two or more children who are candidates, irrespective of family income, and the total fees 
you would have to pay would otherwise be more than the $200 multiple candidate maximum 
(multiple candidate applications). Application forms are available from Liz at the school office or 
following link for an electronic version http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/qualifications-and-
standards/qualifications/ncea/Application-For-Financial-Assistance.pdf 

 

Check your Credits 
 
All senior students have been issued with their NSN (National Student Number). Please make a note 
of your NSN and logon to http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/login/ to check your credits. You must 
REGISTER first before you can access your NCEA information. If you are unsure about the process 
please see Mrs Troath, Principalõs Nominee, in B2 or email tha@darghigh.school.nz 
 
At Dargaville High School we endeavour to ensure that ALL students achieve their 80 credits. We are 
constantly monitoring every student and his/her achievement. In Term 3 when the results of all the 
assessments are entered from Term One and Two most students should be well on the way towards 
achieving their 80 credits (i.e. have about 40 ð 60 credits). Students who do not have the required 
number of credits in Term Four are required to attend school (after Senior prizegiving) until such 
time as they have achieved these 80 credits. 
 
There are a number of students who still have a lot of work to do to reach the target. All the 
results/credits are available through the Parent Portal and the NZQA website but please do not 
hesitate to contact Year Level Deans or Mrs Troath if you have any concerns about your childõs 
academic achievement and/or their NCEA credits.   

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/qualifications-and-standards/qualifications/ncea/Application-For-Financial-Assistance.pdf
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/qualifications-and-standards/qualifications/ncea/Application-For-Financial-Assistance.pdf
mailto:tha@darghigh.school.nz
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Literacy in focus ð Did you Know? 
 
Writing in Year 9 and 10 
 
During Years 9 and 10, students continue to develop their writing in order to think about, record, and 
communicate experiences, ideas, and information on a wide range of topics and themes. They are 
required to write (often using electronic media) a wide range of texts, such as essays, reports, 
narratives, blogs, feature articles, character profiles, responses to literature, and short answers or 
explanations.  
The texts that they create often include: 
 Å a complex range of ideas expressed concisely (e.g., in short answers); 
 Å description or explanation of concepts, processes, phenomena, theories, principles, beliefs, and 
opinions (their own and other peopleõs);  
Å specialised vocabulary that relates to a range of topics within and across curriculum areas, including 
vocabulary that expresses abstract concepts;  
Å a variety of grammatical constructions in more complex and varied sentences and with greater 
paragraph elaboration;  
Å features and structures that are appropriate to specific text types, such as instructions and arguments;  
Å rhetorical patterns, such as: classifying; comparing and contrasting; defining; and describing cause 
and effect;  
Å clearly marked sections and paragraphs that use headings and subheadings (where appropriate) and 
that also use other organising devices, such as topic sentences.  
 
By the end of year 10, students use language and text forms flexibly to meet the demands of different 
curriculum areas. They interpret the requirements of a writing task and select an appropriate process 
for their purpose.  
When students at this level create texts, they:  
Å select from their repertoire of planning strategies according to their purpose;  
Å deliberately use their writing to develop their ideas;  
Å use their writing to explain concepts, processes, phenomena, theories, principles, beliefs, and 
opinions (their own and other peopleõs) that are relevant to the curriculum task;  
Å use language, text structures, and media that are appropriate for their purpose;  
Å understand a complex notion of audience (e.g., the teacher and an imagined audience) and know 
how to write for such an audience, selecting appropriate voice, tone, and register;  
Å review their text to ensure that it meets its purpose (e.g., by identifying and addressing problems, 
adding detail, or modifying tone);  
Å use a range of strategies for editing and proofreading their text to check meaning, accuracy, legibility, 
and conformity to any expected standards. 
 
What Parents/caregivers can do to help their child achieve:  
 
1. Demonstrate a positive attitude about education to your children. Our daily lives can help 
them to develop positive attitudes toward school and learning and to build confidence in themselves 
as learners. Showing our children that we both value education and use it in our daily lives provides 
them with powerful models and contributes greatly to their success in school. 

In addition, by showing interest in their children's education, parents and families can spark 
enthusiasm in them and lead them to a very important understanding-that learning can be enjoyable 
as well as rewarding and is well worth the effort required. 
  



 
 

  R e s p e c t      R e s p o n s i b i l i t y      C o n t r i b u t i n g       I n t e g r i t y          
 

Page 8 

 

2. Monitor your child's television, video game, and Internet use. Children on average spend far 
more time watching TV, playing video games and using the Internet than they do completing 
homework or other school-related activities. How to Monitor TV Viewing and Video Game 
Playing and Help Your Child Learn to Use the Internet Properly and Effectively offer some ideas for 
helping your child use the media effectively. 

3. Encourage your child to read. Helping your child become a reader is the single most important 
thing that you can do to help the child to succeed in school-and in life. The importance of reading 
simply can't be overstated. Reading helps children in all school subjects. More important, it is the key 
to lifelong learning. Learn more in Fun Reading Tips and Activities and Fun and Effective Ways to 
Read with Children. 

4. Talk with your child. Talking and listening play major roles in children's school success. It's 
through hearing parents and family members talk and through responding to that talk that young 
children begin to pick up the language skills they will need if they are to do well. For example, children 
who don't hear a lot of talk and who aren't encouraged to talk themselves often have problems 
learning to read, which can lead to other school problems. In addition, children who haven't learned 
to listen carefully often have trouble following directions and paying attention in class. It's also 
important for you to show your child that you're interested in what he has to say. Talking With Your 
Child offers some great ideas for using conversation to stimulate language development. 

5. Encourage your child to use the library. Libraries are places of learning and discovery for 
everyone. Helping your child find out about libraries will set him on the road to being an independent 
learner. Remember that libraries also offer a quiet place for students to complete homework, and are 
often open in the evening.  

6. Encourage your child to be responsible and work independently. Taking responsibility and 
working independently are important qualities for school success. You can help your child to develop 
these qualities by establish reasonable rules that you enforce consistently, making it clear to your child 
that he has to take responsibility for what he does, both at home and at school, showing your child 
how to break a job down into small steps, and monitor what your child does after school, in the 
evenings and on weekends. If you can't be there when your child gets home, give her the responsibility 
of checking in with you by phone to discuss her plans.  

7. Encourage active learning. Children need active learning as well as quiet learning such as reading 
and doing homework. Active learning involves asking and answering questions, solving problems and 
exploring interests. Active learning also can take place when your child plays sports, spends time with 
friends, acts in a school play, plays a musical instrument or visits museums and bookshops. To 
promote active learning, listen to your child's ideas and respond to them. Let him jump in with 
questions and opinions when you read books together. When you encourage this type of give-and-
take at home, your child's participation and interest in school is likely to increase. 
 
 
Extract from: http://www.colorincolorado.org/ 

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/26555
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/26555
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/26551
http://www.colorincolorado.org/families/letsread/readingtips
http://www.colorincolorado.org/families/home/funways
http://www.colorincolorado.org/families/home/funways
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/26570
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/26570
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Academic Coaching ð how to book 
 
We would really like to see you at the Academic Coaching interviews on Thursday 7th or Friday 8th 
September. Book on-line http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nzUnique Code tu3bh. Alternatively, 
contact the school office 4397229 or email office@darghigh.school.nz 
 
Please be aware that the school will be closed for instruction on Thursday 7th and Friday 8th 
September to enable these interviews to take place. 
 
The details on how to make appointments are below. The focus of the September interview is current 
student achievement, interventions or credit catch up opportunities, discussion of goals, identification 
of future pathways/careers and options choices for 2018. An electronic copy of the Senior Option 
Book and the Year 10 Option Book will be distributed to students via their school email account. An 
electronic copy of the senior option book will also be emailed to parents/caregivers or can be accessed 
via our school webpage  
 
Listed below are some questions that you may like to ask during the Academic Coaching Interviews: 

¶ How is my son/daughter tracking with their achievement in their approved subjects for University 
Entrance?  

¶ Are their option choices appropriate and do they open enough pathways? 

¶ When will all the internal assessments be completed? How are they doing with their achievement 
in these? 

¶ How are they doing with the UE Literacy requirement?  

¶ What other requirements do they need?  

¶ How can the school help my child prepare for external exams? Will it be offering a tutorial 
programme?  

¶ Is there a Plan B in place for my child if they do not attain the UE qualification this year?  

¶ What can we do at home to support our child? 
 
Years 9 and 10 students we will discuss:  

¶ Attendance Record 

¶ Record of Achievement 

¶ AsTTle scores 

¶ Contact details 

¶ Academic Coaching 

¶ Careers information and 2018 options/pathways 
 
Years 11, 12 and 13 students we will discuss: 

¶ Attendance Record 

¶ Term 3 Report 

¶ NCEA Record of Achievement 

¶ RAGS (rated assessment guide) 

¶ Contact details 

¶ Term 3 Report Comments 

¶ Academic Coaching 

¶ Careers information and 2018 options/pathways 
 

  

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/
mailto:office@darghigh.school.nz
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Have you booked your  
Academic Coaching Interview? 

" -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Dargaville High School 
ACADEMIC COACHING INTERVIEWS 

Please book a 20 minute appointment time on: 
Thursday 7th September (9am ς 7pm) 

  

 
 

OR Friday 8th September (9am ς 3.15pm) 

 
 
 
  
___________________________________[Name of student]  
 
in ______________[Form Class]  
 
Parents/Caregivers  .................................................................   
 
E-mail  ......................................................................................  
 
Telephone ................................................................................  

 
We look forward to seeing you there!

11.30am ς 1.00pm 9.00 ς 11.00am 2.00pm ς 4.00pm 5.00pm ς 7.00pm 

 

11.30am ς 1.00pm 9.00 ς 11.00am 2.00pm ς 3.15pm  
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Senior Exam timetable 
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Exam and Work Session Rules 
 
RULES FOR CANDIDATES   
 
School uniform must be worn. Remember to ôlayer upõ as can be cold in the hall. Transport to and 
from practice exams are the responsibility of the student (school buses continue to run at the usual 
times). Students should not be on school grounds if they do not have an exam or work session, 
although in exceptional cases, the Library or B3 can be used as a ôwaiting areaõ.  
 
Follow all instructions of any supervisor. 
 
You are not allowed to have the following in the exam room:  

¶ An electronic device* unless it is switched off and inside your bag at the front of the hall. 

¶ Any paper  
 
In an exam you are not allowed to:  

¶ Talk to, communicate with or disturb other candidates  

¶ Copy another candidateõs work  

¶ Communicate with the marker, including writing or drawing anything that could be viewed as 
offensive  

¶ Leave the exam room within the first 45 minutes or the last 15 minutes of the exam  

¶ Touch or open any bags at the front of the Hall after the exam has started. 
 
EXAM MATERIALS  
You have to take your own equipment such as pens, pencils, water and an approved calculator to the 
exams. You may not borrow equipment from someone else during the exam. Check materials with 
your teacher. Do not take any paper to write on into any exam room for any reason. 
 
CALCULATOR  
You may take an approved calculator into the examination room for an appropriate subject. Teachers 
or supervisors will check that you have cleared ALL calculator memories outside the exam room. You 
cannot take your calculator into the exam room if the calculator memories have not been cleared.  
 
You are responsible for taking the correct equipment to the exam and making sure that it is 
working. 
 
WHAT TO DO IN EXAMS  
Arrive early ð at least 15 minutes before the exam starts.  
Find out which is your exam room ð exams are usually in the hall but there are some exceptions. 
 
In the exam room:  

¶ listen to and follow the instructions of the supervisors  

¶ sit at the desk where you are told to sit  

¶ when you are told, check that all the pages in each exam paper are printed correctly  

¶ if you have any problems put up your hand  

¶ if you wish to use the toilet during the exam put up your hand 

¶ if you leave the exam early you are not allowed to return  

¶ you must not take any answer booklets out of the exam room.  
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If you arrive more than 30 minutes after the exam has started you will NOT be able to sit the 
exam. 
 
WRITING YOUR ANSWERS  

¶ Follow all the instructions on the front cover of the exam booklets.  

¶ Use only black or blue pen. Red or green is used by the markers.  

¶ Do not write in pencil unless instructed to do so.  

¶ Write neatly, so the marker can read your answers.  

¶ All work that is not to be marked must be clearly crossed out.  

¶ Do not use correcting fluid (Twink) in your answer booklets. They will not be accepted.  

¶ Extra paper will only be provided by a supervisor if you have completely filled the answer booklet.  
 
THE END OF THE EXAM  

¶ Follow the instructions of the supervisor.  

¶ Stop writing and add nothing more when the supervisor tells you the exam has ended.  

¶ Make sure every booklet has your NAME on them. 

¶ Label any extra pages used.  

¶ Hand in all answer booklets.  

¶ Take from the exam room the equipment you brought in. YOU must make sure that all material 
that you want marked is handed to the supervisor before you leave. Only exam answers written within 
the answer booklets or on the extra paper provided by an authorised supervisor will be marked. Any 
work given to a supervisor after you have left the exam room may be collected, but will not be marked. 
 
These practice exams are extremely important! If something unexpected occurs (e.g. serious illness) 
in November/December when the NZQA exams are scheduled, and a student is unable to sit these 
exams, then the grades that the student earned from the school exams will be what is forwarded to 
NZQA. 
 

Good Luck! 
 
 
 

Deansõ Comments 
Year 9 Dean 
 
Kia ora Parents and Caregivers 
As we begin Term 3, I would like to express my gratitude for all the support you have provided your 
child over the course of the first semester. I know sending oneõs child to high school occurs with a 
feeling of anxiety at the radical change of going from one teacher in a home room to multiple teachers 
in all subject specific areas. In addition, there is the school size and other factors that can take 
adjustment during this transition. Attendance of your child at school is paramount to their success at 
school, but if there are any factors contributing to their absence, please don't hesitate to ring me.  
 
At the end of last term all year 9 students sat their Junior Diploma- this assessed year 9 students on 
their academic achievement, their attendance, key competencies and general effort etc. The following 
students achieved an Excellence in their Junior Diploma: (Carolyn Cole, Jamee Jenkins-Stevenson, 
Bayly Kydd, Kate Chapman, Shamaea Parore Baker, Holly Martinovich, Isaac Bakulich, Francie 
Godfrey, Logan Eyles, Angus Bradley, Josefa Kolikata, Aren Madres, Ruby Carey, Kahurangi 
Matthews, Sky Flight and Karysa Norman) ð well done! 
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Congratulations to Pohutakawa, Hayden and Fusion who were chosen for the Northland Taniwha 
U13 team; their tournament was held this past holiday in Taipa. All three students excelled and 
accounted for the vast majority of tries; well done. 
 
Uniform   
The school is very clear on its standard of dress and yet on a daily basis I find myself having to speak 
to an average of 10 students a day. This is totally unnecessary; please help in this regard. If your child 
does not have the correct shoes they can see me and I'll give them a pair - no exceptions. Similarly 
many arrive at school in incorrect jackets; I can give your child a jacket but what I would appreciate 
the most is if you would always ensure that when your child leaves the house that they are dressed 
correctly. Thank you. 
 
Leaving school grounds 
There appears to be a little trend with a small group of students who feel they can leave the school 
and go to the shop when it suits - those who exercise such behaviour will earn an after school 
detention.  
 
Stationery  
Teacher feedback suggests many students are arriving on a regular basis without as much as a pen. 
Please ensure your child has all the correct stationery before heading off for school. Many thanks.  
 
In closing I would just like to reiterate the privilege it is to lead your children through high school- 
please keep in touch with me as what happens out of school will affect them at school too.  
 
All the best 
Mr R Weight (021 1256954) 

 
Year 10 Dean 
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers  
  
Greetings to you all! 
 
I would like to extend a huge warm welcome to Patuawa Nathan and his family who have recently 
joined us here at Dargaville High School. I hope you enjoy your time with us.  
 
Junior Reports/Diploma Term 2 
Last term I had a hugely proud Dean moment while reading our Year 10 studentsõ reports and seeing 
their current Junior Diploma Grades. I would like to again congratulate those students who are 
currently working towards an Excellence, Merit and Achieved grade for their Junior Diploma. It was 
overwhelming seeing so many of our students working so hard in class and putting in a real effort. I 
would like to encourage all students to work hard this term, make a real effort to focus in class, 
complete homework, act on teacher feedback and strive to be the best you can be. I would also like 
to encourage those students who didnõt see success this time, to set goals and work to achieve these 
for the coming terms. Early next term all Year 10 students will sit their end of year exams and NCEA 
Level one is coming up very fast for our students. It is important that we are preparing ourselves now 
for these events, if you or your child have any questions regarding these please make contact.  
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Junior Activity Days  
Junior Activity Days have been scheduled for the last week in Term 4. These days are a reward for 
our students who have worked hard all year and who have maintained a good attendance rate. Those 
students who have not done this will not be permitted to go on these trips. Students are able to choose 
two activities from a number of activities to do over the two days. Some of these activities can be 
quite costly, such as Rainbows End in Auckland which can cost upwards of $80. Because these trips 
are for fun, the school requires that contributions towards school fees are made before students are 
able to go. The school has an automatic payments system set up for school fees, where you are able 
to contribute a decided amount towards student fees per week. $5 or $10 a week adds up over the 
year; if you would like to pick up an automatic payment form or if you would like more information 
please make contact with the office.  
 
Form class attendance  
I am concerned that a number of students have made it a habit to miss form class in the mornings. 
Your assistance in helping to get our students here in time for the first school bell would be 
appreciated.  
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns regarding your child please do not hesitate to contact 
me at school on 09 439 7228 or via email at hcorfield@darghigh.school.nz.  
 

Thank you  
Ms H Corfield  

 
 
 
Year 11  Dean  
 
I wish all Year 11 students the best of luck in the up and coming exams.  Ensure that you attend 
your work sessions, make the most of every assessment opportunity and aim for Merit and 
Excellence.  

 
Academic Coaching interviews are fast approaching.  It is important to sit with your child and go 
through their options and possible career pathways to determine what subjects are relevant for them 
and their future. The workplace will look a lot different in 10 years than it does today, and therefore 
we need to look at future competencies, skills, and knowledge that could be relevant to inform our 
studies and choices. If you have a fair idea of where you want to head in the future, there are a few 
internet sources to help you on your journey and assist you to be informed www.careers.govt.nz and  
www.youthgurantee.net.nz Furthermore, you could look at or book an appointment to see our career 
advisor Ms. Chiaroni.  
 
Acknowledgements Well done to all Year 11 students that have been participating and supporting 
their houses in the recent inter-house competitions so far this term. These have included basketball 
and netball and competition for points has been heating up. Look out for Strategy Tag and Pirates 
coming up soon. 

 
 
Mr T Raeli 
 

  

mailto:hcorfield@darghigh.school.nz
http://www.careers.govt.nz/
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Year 12  Dean  
 
It has been a busy term so far for our Year 12s and I have been very impressed with the mature way in which 
they have dealt with the pressure of juggling academic, sporting and other commitments, as well as making 
their applications for leadership roles. 
 
The applications for leadership roles have been of a very high calibre and I am certain that we will have a great 
student leadership team next year. Sadly, some students will miss out. Please be supportive of those students, 
as well as offering congratulations to those that are successful in their applications. There will be many 
leadership opportunities in year 13, including peer mediation, camp, Stage Challenge and team captaincies. 
Students that show leadership in these areas will be acknowledged and their efforts will be reflected in their 
university testimonials and job references in the same way that those with formal leadership roles are 
recognised. 
 
I have recently reviewed how many credits the Y12s have, and have been having meetings with any students 
who seem to be falling behind. I feel I have said this before but, at the risk of repeating myself, attendance is 
key to learning and gaining credits. For parents and caregivers reviewing their childõs number of credits, 
students should have around 40 credits by this stage. Having said that, there are some subjects where the 
majority of credits come at the end of the year, such as Art, DMT and those subjects with a lot of external 
exams, such as the sciences. If you are concerned about your childõs number of credits please feel free to give 
me a call or to email me and I will look into it for you. 
 
A final gripe, students are not to have facial hair or multi-coloured hair in colours that are not natural. 
Submissions can be made to student council if students would like these rules to be reviewed but for the time 
being those are the rules and they apply to everyone. 
 
I wish all the Year 12s good luck for their exams. 

 

Mrs K Sylva 
 

Year 13  Dean  
 
Term 3 already ééWow.  Year 13 students only have 9 weeks of school in Term 3 (and 1 week of 
practice exams) followed by 2 weeks in Term 4. My babies will then be all grown up and ready to leave 
the nest. Itõs actually unbelievable. 
 
On a more cheerful note, all year 13s are doing extremely well. Thank you for your assistance in getting your 
child to school on time. This problem has decreased since our last newsletter so thanks once again.  
 
I do worry however, as while my year level are awesome around school and within their classes, they donõt do 
so well when it comes to dedication towards their exam studies. I am hoping that this year will be the exception. 
We are aiming to finish on a high in all areas. Please begin the exam study talk with your child. At the start of 
September, they will need to begin their external exam study. For this, they will need a suitable study timetable 
and they will need to stick with it. It should become a contract between you and your child. Sacrifices will need 
to be made by your child ð employment hours cut right back, their social lives cut back and also sensible choices 
made here (no late nights), sporting and other commitments also cut back. The effort will be well worth it 
when they pass/gain entrance into their chosen career path. 
Coming up é 
Exam week 7th -11th  August 
Ski Trip week 28th August ð 1st September 
UNISS Netball week 4th ð 8th September 
 
As always, please feel free to contact myself with any concerns. My door is always open.  Until newsletter 5é.. 

 
 
Mrs K Exley  
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Awards 

Create1world and The Social Justice League 
 
Recently a group of senior students who had entered Massey University's Create1world competition travelled 
down to Auckland where they presented their work researching homelessness in New Zealand and screened 
their video messages to the government. They won first place and should be congratulated, not just for coming 
first but also for their excellent conduct and the care and compassion they showed towards the homeless people 
that they served dinner to, sat down and chatted with and donated beanies and blankets to. The students whose 
entry won first place were: Jasmine Rae, Michaela Jenkins-Stevenson, Dylan Kani and Michelle McDavitt 
(Michelle was unable to travel to Auckland). The students that travelled to Auckland were: Dylan Kani, Stuart 
Tuanaki, Jasmine Rae, Michaela Jenkins-Stevenson, Renae Milich, Danielle Curel, Tõnisha Mackie, Aimee 
Dreadon and Vajna Hunia, collectively named, ôThe Social Justice Leagueõ. 
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